                                                                                                   TOWN OF AMITY MINUTES

REGULAR BOARD MEETING
March 14, 2016 
APPROVED BY THE BOARD


Present: Supervisor Dana Ross, Councilpersons  Barb Zlomek, Donald Skinner, Josh Brown, and Miranda VanDyke
Clerk:                                        Kristine Young
Deputy Clerk: 
                  Christina VanCuren
 Highway Superintendent:   Bill Bigelow
 Absent:   None
Also Present:  John Francisco, Wendy Skinner, Dave Gominiak 
All Votes taken at this meeting will be by roll call.

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Dana Ross at 7:00 PM.
The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
A motion to wave the reading of the minutes of the last meeting and to accept those minutes was made by Councilperson Don Skinner.  A second to the motion was made by Councilperson Miranda VanDyke.
All Councilpersons and the Supervisor voted Aye.  There were no Nay Votes.  The motion carried 5-0-0.

GUESTS:

SUPERVISOR ANNOUNCMENTS: Supervisor Ross will be on vacation for the next meeting and John Francisco, Deputy Supervisor will be present to conduct meeting. 
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT REPORT: Exhibit B.  There are many trees to come down in Forest Hill Cemetery and the township due to heavy snow and ice last month.  An assessment will be done to remove the dangerous ones first. Supervisor recommended if there is a tree removed to replace it with a new tree plant. Town may need to rent a bucket truck to use in removal.  Don Skinner will help Highway Superintendent mark trees that need to be taken down. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Assessor Elderkin had requested Town Clerk to forward her mail to her in Almond. This will not be honored as she has a key to the office.  Supervisor Ross will send her a registered letter to inform her of the complaints we have received and the agreement she is to be present at the Board meetings and available for the public to meet with her if necessary on that evening. 

Supervisor Ross and Councilperson Skinner have met with Mayor Schmelzer on the water project and they have agreed on the master meters and the Town and Village will each pay half.  They agreed there will be a fee to read meters and do billing by the Village.  They have also met with the Department of Health and the DOH recommends a Continuation Agreement. Attorney Andrew Cornell will be contacted and asked to come up with a Memo of Understanding.  They are looking forward to having meetings with engineering staff to move forward with this project.   

ON-GOING BUSINESS:

APPROVAL OF ABSTRACTS:  A motion to accept the General Abstract 03 in the amount of $ 21,414.62 and Highway Abstract 03 in the amount of $16,141.49 made by Councilperson Skinner.  A second was made by Councilperson Josh Brown.  Carried 5-0-0.
     Dog Control Officer’s report was presented for review. 
     Bookkeeper’s Report was presented for review. 
     Town Clerk informed Board of an annual training in Houghton on May 11, 2016. Invitations were distributed and     reservations need to be made soon.  Tax collection is coming to an end and all has gone smoothly. 
After a lengthy discussion on purchase of bulldozer vs. rental, budget, projected use, recommendation and comments there was a motion by Don Skinner to have Bill Bigelow, Highway Superintendent to look for a used bulldozer and to get quotes from three different dealers/vendors not to exceed $50,000.00 .   A second to the motion was made by Josh Brown.  

Roll Call Vote:               Aye          Nay

Dana Ross                                   X

Josh Brown                   X

Miranda VanDyke       X

Barb Zlomek                 X

Donald Skinner                X

 Motion carried 4-1-0.
In the future Supervisor Ross has reminded/requested Councilperson Skinner and Highway Superintendent Bill Bigelow that the Highway Department is to come up with a way to track hours of use on all equipment, utilization of all equipment so when we come up to purchase we can make an informed and intelligent decision based on hours and we can calculate the cost per hour to run a piece of equipment.  He requests a quarterly report on equipment use utilization.
Resolution 2016-015  RESOLUTION CALLING ON THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO RESTORE FUNDING PARITY BETWEEN THE CAPITOL PLANS OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY (MTA) AND THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION.  Motioned by Councilperson VanDyke and seconded by Councilperson Brown. 
Roll Call Vote:            Aye          Nay       Abs

Dana Ross                                             X

Don Skinner               X

Josh Brown                X

Miranda VanDyke    X

Barb Zlomek              X

 Motion carried 4-0-1.
John Francisco, Sexton was present for discussion of the Forest Hill Cemetery.  To prevent sale of duplicate plots/lots we need to renew our process in record keeping and communication between the Sector and Town Clerk.  It was indicated we have too many books.  It was agreed on that the Sector should have an electronic tablet to help maintain records.  The Town Clerk has changed the format in the records to list plots by section and then alphabetical order of names in each section. Previously the plots were listed just by names of entire cemetery. Supervisor Ross will review the regulations for holding plots for families and maybe setting a time period for payments. 
Motion made by Councilperson VanDyke and seconded by Councilperson Skinner to change Cemetery Deed to read Right to Internment.  All Councilpersons and Supervisor voted Aye. There were no Nay Votes.  The motion carried 5-0-0.
ROUND TABLE: 

Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be held the 11th of April 2016 at 7:00 PM at the Town Hall. 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Wendy Skinner of the Planning Board present the Land Use Law, Planning Board Review and Comments of Land Use Regulation Model. The Town Board will meet with the Planning Board on May 12th at 7:00 PM in the Horn Room. 
ADJOURN MEETING:

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Councilperson Josh Brown.  A second was made by Councilperson Don Skinner. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Ss

State of New York

County of Allegany

IN TESTIMONY HEREOF, I Kristine Young have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Town of Amity. 

Sincerely, 

__________________________________________

Kristine Young, Town of Amity Clerk
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